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SIR: 

Attached hereto for fiUng are the following papers: 

Response to Requirement for Restriction 

Our check in the amount of $0.00 is attached covering any required fees. In the event any 
variance exists between the amount enclosed and the Patent Office charges for filing the above-noted 
documents, including any fees required under 37 C.F.R 1.136 for any necessary Extension of Time to 
make the filing of the attached documents timely, please charge or credit the difference to our Deposit 
Account No. 15-0030. Further, if these papers are not considered timely filed, then a petition is hereby 
made under 37 C.F.R. 1.136 for the necessary extension of time. A dupUcate copy of this sheet is 
enclosed. 
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In response to the Official Action of May 20, 2003, Applicants elect, with traverse, 



KClaims 1-8, 10-21, 31-32, 34-38 and 40-51, drawn to a hydrogenation catalyst and 



The Office has required restriction in the present application as follows: 
Group I: Claims 1-8,10-21, 3^2, 34-3 8 and 40-5 1 , drawn to a hydrogenation 



catalyst and its method of production; 



Group II: Claims 23-30 and 52-58, drawn to a carrier and its method of 



Group III: Claims 9, 22, 33, 39 and 59, drawn to a method of hydro- 




its method of production. 



REMARKS 



production; and 



desulfurization of hydrocarbon. 



The Requirement for Restriction is traversed on the following grounds. 

This application is a 35 U.S.C. §371 national stage of international application 
PCT/JPOO/0726 filed October 19, 2000, and is properly subject to restriction only under the 
PCT rules. As noted in MPEP §1895.01(D), restriction practice under 35 U.S.C. §121, as it 
applies to national applications submitted under 35 U.S.C. §11 1(a), is not applicable to a 
national stage application such as this one. Applicants respectfully point out the PCT 
administrative instructions in MPEP, Annex B, Part 1, which provide direction on restriction 
practice under the PCT rules. Therefore, the Office has not made out a proper case of 
restriction under the PCT rules. Accordingly, Applicants respectfully request withdrawal of 
the Requirement for Restriction. 

Applicants respectfully submit that the above-identified application is now in 

condition for examination on the merits, and early notice thereof is eamestly solicited. 

Respectfully submitted, 
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